Timeline / Before 1800 to After 1930 / LEBANON / POLITICAL CONTEXT

Date

1821 - 1825

1840

1860

1860

1861

Country Theme

Lebanon Political Context

Bashir Shihab Il, who was elected as amir in 1788 under Ottoman suzerainty, is
overthrown when he backs Acre, and flees to Egypt, later to return and form an
army. Bashir Jumblatt, the Druze leader, gathers the Druze factions and declares
a rebellion that leads to massacres and battles with the Maronites who support
Bashir Shihab.

Lebanon Political Context

Bashir Shihab I, helped by the Ottomans and by Ahmad Pasha al-Jazzar
(governor of Acre), defeats his rival in the Battle of Simganieh. Bashir Jumblatt
dies in Acre at the order of al-Jazzar. Bashir Il represses the Druze rebellion,
particularly in and around Beirut. This makes Bashir Il the only leader of Mount
Lebanon.

Lebanon Political Context

Bashir Il breaks away from the Ottoman Empire, allies with Muhammad ‘Ali Pasha
of Egypt and assists his son Ibrahim Pasha in a siege of Acre. This siege lasts
seven months before the fall of the city on 27 May 1832. They also conquer
Damascus on 14 June 1832.

Lebanon Political Context

Conflicts between the Druze and the Maronite Christians explode. A Maronite
revolt against the feudal class erupts, lasting till 1858.

Lebanon Political Context

Yusuf Bek Butros Karam, a Lebanese Maronite born in 1823 fights in the 1860
civil war and leads a rebellion in 1866-67 against the Ottoman Empire’s rule in
Mount Lebanon. His proclamations have been interpreted as an early expression
of Lebanese nationalism.

Lebanon Political Context

A full-scale war erupts between Maronites and Druze. Napoleon Ill of France sends
7,000 troops to Beirut and helps impose a partition: Druze control of the territory

is recognised as the fact on the ground, and the Maronites are forced into an
enclave. This is ratified by the Concert of Europe in 1861.

Lebanon Political Context

In the aftermath of the Lebanese civil war in 1860, the Ottoman authorities impose
a new system of government for the mountain districts of Lebanon. Formerly,

the region had been divided into two districts, one with a Maronite Christian
administrator and the other with a Druze. The Ottomans combine them into a single
district, known as the mutasarrifiyya.



Date

1864

1870

1914

1915

1916

1918

1920

Country Theme

Lebanon Political Context

Dawud Pasha (the mutasarrif [governor] of Lebanon, appointed by the Ottomans)
restores to Lebanon a part of its lost territory, establishes for the Druze a school in
Abayh that still bears his name and struggles against the feudal lords in the south
and the clerical party in the north.

Lebanon Political Context

Ottomans appoint Rustam Pasha as mutasarrif (governor). He is an equally firm
and economical administrator.

Lebanon Political Context

The privileged position enjoyed by Lebanon is ended by the Ottomans in World
War I: Lebanon’s semi-automous status is abolished and Mount Lebanon,

an important territory at the international level, is put under martial law by the
Ottomans. The Turkish commander Jamal Pasha occupies Lebanon militarily.

Lebanon Political Context

Turkish commander Jamal Pasha initiates a blockade of the entire eastern
Mediterranean coast. Lebanon witnesses thousands of deaths from widespread
famine and plague.

Lebanon Political Context

Turkish authorities publicly execute 21 Syrians and Lebanese in Damascus and
Beirut, respectively, for alleged anti-Turkish activities; the place of execution in
each city will be renamed Martyrs' Square.

Lebanon Political Context

British General Edmund Allenby and Faysal I, son of Sharif Husayn of Mecca,
move into Palestine with British and Arab forces, thus opening the way for the
occupation of Lebanon.

Lebanon Political Context

France takes control over Lebanese territory after the San Remo Conference.



